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There is no question that 2020 was a year of challenge and that businesses and charities had to find new 
ways of delivering their programmes and services. SCF was no exception. 

What did our 2020 look like? We added seven new funds, had a steady flow of individual donations to 
support our work, hosted the first Stay@ Home Gala, participated in the Emergency Community Support 
Fund grants on behalf of the Government 
of Canada and wrestled with working from 
home. We delivered a record dollar amount in 
grants to more than 70 agencies and despite 
all the uncertainty of 2020 we continued to 
build towards our vision of a vibrant, inclusive, 
livable Lambton County. Actually not much 
changed and that’s because our business 
model looks to the long term and relies on 
thoughtful giving with the future in mind. We 
missed meeting face to face but otherwise we 
carried on.

Granting to community charitable causes by growing
and managing funds that make a difference forever.MISSION:

Funds at Sarnia Community Foundation
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You make it happen and even in a pandemic, SCF responded. Our flexible 
approach to giving and gifting made your gifts work for the good of the community.  
We’re proud to have been able to respond and grow both our grants and our 
endowment. We’re here for good, for community, forever.

Our work continued in 2020 because of you and your 
direction for your gifts. Some donors chose to have 
the Foundation assess community need and direct 
grants to the most urgent issues. Others chose to 
support specific fields of interest or individual charities 
or programmes. Some donors wanted their gifts to be 
spent immediately while others preferred a long term 
approach. Our business model of careful stewardship 
allowed us to continue in our mission to support 
agencies as they adapted to the new normal and to 
deliver on the scholarships we administer.

Members of the Board 2020
Silvana Cservik (Chair)    
Monica Shepley (Vice Chair)    
Scott McKelvie    
Joel Szaefer    
Gini Newman    
Deborah Austin  

Bruce Scott (Past Chair)    
Katarina Ovens    
Rosanna Doidge 
John DeGroot    
Bill Woods   
Bill Hazlitt (Treasurer) 
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Supported by: 
Jane Anema (Executive Director) 
Irene Clarke (Office and Grants Administrator)
Kymani Barnes (Project Officer to March 31)
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SSVP/J&JY Trades Scholarship – A Practical Response

Jim & Jan Yarkovsky shared a joy and passion for education and as members of the Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul were equally committed to helping the poor. They believed education was the key to a secure future and 
a road out of poverty. Jim was a tradesman who had 
worked long hours to get his ticket and build a future for 
his family. Giving the gift of education to some one in 
need was at the heart of our first conversation.

Since its beginning in 2009, with the Yarkovksy’s 
donation of a life insurance policy, the fund has been 
supported by modest donations from many community 
members. The first scholarship was awarded in 2010 
with Jim being able to personally present the first award 
to Josh Selman. 

Applications for the scholarship are taken once a year 
and reviewed by members of the Society prior to 
being awarded through SCF. The fund has supported 
the dreams of 26 individuals in their pursuit of a trades 
education. 



Some seed money and opportunity to gain 
matching funds via the Ontario Land Trust and 
Community Foundations of Canada led to the 
creation of the Lambton Wildlife Fund at SCF in 
2010.
 
The club continues to protect important natural 
landscapes, including rare plants and wildlife, 
making sure that they continue to perform their 
environmental roles and can be appreciated by 
our community for many years to come. The 
annual grant generated by the fund is returned 
to the Club for use in maintaining lands under 
their management.  

The fund at SCF provides donors with a unique 
and lasting opportunity for community members 
to care for the land they love. 

Lambton Wildlife- a Natural Resource



Carl Shaw and Virginia Dizon Memorial Fund

Andy Shaw was a member of the SCF Board in 2011 and 
2012. As part of his commitment to the community and to the 
Foundation he became a monthly donor and opted to build 
a fund over time. The fund was named in honour of his father 
and mother in law and has been growing since inception.

Friends and family have contributed to the fund over the years 
and the annual grants are directed to programmes affecting 
children and youth via the community grants process. As the 
fund continues to grow it will move to the donor advised level 
where Andy and his family may offer the Foundation board 
advice on the grant recipient. 

Andy remains an active member of the community and 
supports many organizations with his time and talents. That 
has included a stint at a McHappy Day in support of a charity 
he cares about and work at Huron House Boy’s Home.



Petrolia Community Fund

Beginning with a modest donation of 30 dollars in 2012, 
the Petrolia Community Fund has grown both in size and 
via the grants it makes to the community. 

The fund is managed by SCF with the support of 
community volunteers who oversee the grants process 
and encourage other community members to adopt the 
fund as a means to leave a legacy.

In cooperation with the Town of Petrolia, the fund has 
also managed a number of Special Projects, including 
grants to Petrolia Discovery, the Lambton Youth Choir, 
the Petrolia Library and the Fire Hall Project. 

By the end of 2020 the fund had made grants of more 
than 100 thousand dollars via the endowment and 
through special projects in the community.

2020 Petrolia Community Fund Committee –  
Doug Clark (Chair), Mike Bourque, Steven Mailloux,  
Debbie Freeman, Roseanne Orcutt, Wayne MacFarlane



Carol Lee Halcovitch – Learning Reimagined in THE HOLC 
 (Halcovitch Outdoor Learning Classroom)

Carol-Lee Halcovitch, died unexpectedly in March 2020. 
She was a grade 1/2 teacher who valued outdoor education 
and hands on science and one that always had her students 
learning and discovering through hands-on experiments.  In 
her memory the staff of High Park School are working to 
create an outdoor classroom in her memory. 

Carol-Lee believed in accessibility for all students. The 
HOLC will be an outdoor classroom that can be used to 
teach curriculum content as well as for mindfulness activities. 
There will be designated spaces for small and large group 
instruction, a community garden, an outdoor little library as 
well and community green space. 

The grounds of High Park School are currently 
underdeveloped making it the ideal location for this 
new learning space. The reimagined space builds on 
the inclusiveness of High Park community and creates a 
permanent legacy for a much loved teacher and colleague. 



St. Clair Child & Youth Services -  A Fund for Agency Sustainability

One of the constant themes 
SCF heard in 2020 was how 
families had been impacted by 
changes brought about by the 
pandemic, home schooling and 
lockdowns. At the same time 
many of the agencies providing 
services were unable to meet 
with families in person and 
lacked the technology to be 
able to deliver services virtually.
 
St. Clair Child & Youth Services 
is the lead agency and is 
committed to the development 
and access to mental health system is responsive, makes sense to parents and young people of Lambton County, 
and that is easy to navigate.  Yet through a series of grants SCF discovered that St. Clair needed to build its own 
capacity as it adapted to the new realities of service delivery. SCF granted more than 50 thousand dollars to the 
agency to assist them as they transitioned.

In 2020 an anonymous donor helped secure the future of the agency by creating a permanent fund at SCF.



Your Gifts = Immediate Impact in the Community and an Investment in the Future

Literacy,
Education &
Employment

142,781.07 = 18%

Environment &
Animal Welfare
55,095.52 = 7%

Arts, Heritage & Culture
82,941.86 = 10%

Health Wellness &
Recreation
169,794.89 = 22%

Children, Youth &
Families
154,289.32 = 20%

Community 
Wellbeing

183,862.88 = 23%

Grants made from SCF funds on 
behalf of donors fall into 6 general 
categories. In 2020 SCF was able 
to return $788,765.54 to more than 
projects and programmes. While 
our focus is Lambton County we 
also granted throughout Canada on 
advice from our donors and fund 
holders.

The grants committee has the task 
of reviewing applications from the 
community and evaluating the 
outcomes that will be achieved with 
SCF support.
Many of the funds at SCF are 
dedicated to a specific area and we 
often work with donors to find the 
right fit for their gifts. 2020 Grants



In the past five years SCF has invested more than 1.9 million dollars in the communities we serve. We know our 
community and the charities that are hard at work delivering programmes and services. 

Our endowment model allows for long term giving and many of our fund holders also take the opportunity to 
give additional gifts for granting to SCF as they know we will find a project or programme in need that fits their 
interests.

2020 Community Impact Review Committee- Scott McKelvie (Chair), Nicole Schultz, Gini Newman, Karen Merritt, 
Kevin Graham, Alexa Wallace, David Murray, Barb Postil

2020 Office Task Group- Steve Anema, Samantha Clarke, Matt Clarke, Kymani Barnes, Martin Vrolyk



Other grants in this area went to:  Lambton Young Theatre Players, 
RayJon Share Care of Sarnia, Redeemer Christian Reformed Church,  
Sacred Heart Church, Theatre Sarnia, Town of Petrolia,  
Victoria Playhouse Petrolia

The International Symphony Orchestra has worked hard this past 
year to reimagine concerts. With a grant of slightly more than 7 
thousand dollars from the Emergency Community Support Fund 
they were able to install plexiglass barriers on music stands to 
meet the health standards required for performance. The ISO also 
received a grant early in 2020 from the Rozema Family Fund.
 
The Lambton Youth Choir took a public performance hiatus because 
of the pandemic but followed through on a commitment for a 
commissioned piece to be produced. A grant of 5 thousand dollars 
from the Petrolia Special Projects Fund allowed the choir to purchase 
new uniforms and commission a showcase piece in readiness for 
their return to public performances.

Arts, Culture & Heritage -  Your 2020 Investment = $ 82,941.86



Community Wellbeing 2020 Investment = $183,862.86

Other grants in this category went to:  5n2 Soup Kitchen Project. Calgary Food Bank, Women’s Interval Home, Circles, 
Corunna Volunteer Firefighter’s Association, East Scarborough Storefront-Tides, FCSS Blackfalds, Fort Saskatchewan & 
District Chamber of Commerce, Fort Saskatchewan Food Bank, Petrolia Food Bank, St. Vincent de Paul Sarnia-Lambton,  
St. Vincent de Paul-Food Bank, The Cardus Institue, United Way of Sarnia Lambton, United Way Of Alberta Capital Region, 
Victims Services of Sarnia Lambton, Women’s Interval Home

The John Howard Society is not often top of mind but the agency 
has a strong history of helping individuals and families who are at risk 
of, or who have come into conflict with the law. The Sarnia Heavy 
Construction Fund has supported the Society for many years. In 2020 
several donors directed funds to the agency via SCF as well. The grant 

of more than 7 thousand dollars 
will be used to support the 
programmes the Society offers.

The Inn of the Good Shepherd 
provides those in need of food, 
shelter and other essentials. The 
pandemic saw a steep rise in the need for services related to food 
security and shelter. SCF responded with grants to the Inn totalling 
more than 60 thousand dollars.



Children, Youth and Families 2020 Investment = $154,289.32

Other Grants in this area went to: 102 Sarnia - 1st Hussars, Dow Centre for Youth, Fort Saskatchewan Families First Society, 
Lambton Kent District School Board, Operation Christmas Tree, Organization for Literacy Lambton, Pathways Health Centre for 
Children, Sarnia Chapter Camp E Programm, Sarnia Lambton Rebound, Sarnia Lambton Rebound - The Hub, Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, West Lambton Community Health Centre

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Sarnia Lambton had to revisit 
programme delivery as a result of lockdowns . Fortunately 
grants from the Emergency Community Support Fund of 11 and 
5 thousand dollars helped them deal with the virtual world and 
continue their work. 

They say it takes a 
village and in the 
case of the Huron 
House Boys Home  
it took a number of 

funds at  SCF to help them face the challenges of 2020. Grants 
from the Bob & Helen Noble, E C Fleming, Charles and Alexander 
Mackenzie Funds along with the Emergency Community Support 
Fund totalling nearly 20 thousand dollars made it easier to smile 
because someone cared. 



Other Grants in this category went to: Canadian Food Grains Bank, Habitat for Humanity Red Deer Region Society, 
Lambton Wildlife Inc., Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities, City of Sarnia  Adopt a Driveway,  
Sexual Assault Survivors Centre

Home is where the heart is and a grant of 5 thousand dollars 
to Habitat for Humanity Sarnia Lambton will help the agency 
continue to build a safe home environment for families throughout 
Lambton County. The trailer is used to store tools and materials 
while on site. 
 

Petrolia 
Discovery 
is a centre 
to learn, 
experience and enjoy the stories of Canadian ingenuity, 
talent and the pioneering spirit of Lambton County and 
its people. Grants to Petrolia Discovery in 2020 were 
made on behalf of an anonymous donor.

Environment & Animal Welfare 2020 Investment = $55,095.52



The Lambton Mental 
Wellness Centre is an agency 
providing recovery-oriented 
mental health peer support 
in Sarnia-Lambton. Peer 
support is a supportive 
relationship between people 
who share lived experiences.  
Grants from the Hall Family 
Fund and the Les and 
Deborah McDermott Family Fund totalling 6 thousand dollars provided LMWC the opportunity to expand their 
reach farther into the county.

The West Lambton Family Health Team received a grant  of 8 thousand dollars via the Hogan Family to 
implement a childrens’ Cooking and Nutrition programme. The programme is being offered virtually. 

Other Grants & Scholarships in this category: The Alzheimer Society, Bluewater Health, St. Josephs’ Hospice,  
St. Clair Child and Youth Services, VON Sarnia, CEE Hospital Foundation, County of Lambton LTC, Community Concerns 
for the Medically Fragile, Fort Saskatchewan Community Hospital Foundation, Parkinson Society Southwestern Canada, 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 447, St. Joseph’s Hospice, Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation,  
The Kidney Foundation-Sarnia Lambton, VON-Sarnia Lambton, YMCA

Health, Wellness & Recreation  2020 Investment = $99,245.72



In 2020 SCF awarded scholarships to 21 students on behalf of 
our fund holders. The awards ranged in value from $500.00 to 
$8,000.00. 

The Blue Eyes Big Heart Josh Alderton Memorial Scholarship was 
created in 2013. Since that time it has been supporting women 
leaving a domestic violence situation and returning to school. In 
2020, the decision was made to grant the funds to the Women’s 
Interval Home to allow women in 
shelter and their children the chance to 

start the school year with newly purchased clothes and supplies. 

One of the long standing funds at SCF is the Susan Moffatt Memorial Scholarship. 
Given to a student who has a personal physical or mental challenge and who has 
worked to overcome the challenge. Paige Reilly now joins the 25 other students 
who have been chosen to receive the award.

Other Grants & Scholarships in this category: Lambton Federation of Agriculture Joyce 
Anderson Memorial, Norma and Don Moore Scholarships, Century Club Scholarships, 
Joanne Klauke Labelle Scholarship, Sarnia Christian School, Seaway Kiwanis Scholars, 
Organization for Literacy in Lambton.

Literacy, Education & Employment 2020 Investment =  $133,948.37 



2020 Finance & Audit Committee - Bill Woods (Chair), Bill Hazlitt (Treasurer). Val Xanthopoulo, Greg Hogan,  
Les McDermott, Jeff Burchill, Charles Fisher

 Financial Highlights 2020

The Foundation uses a financial model based on 
conservative and balanced investment principles.
We know that we have a responsibility to grant on an 
annual basis and charge our investment managers 
(Ridgewood Capital Asset Management, RBCDS & IG 
Wealth) with securing the return we need to meet our 
obligations.

We also recognize that some years the markets will 
provide a return that exceeds our needs and that in 
some years returns may not meet the need. A number 
of years ago the Board decided to set aside a portion 
of our annual income to develop a grant reserve fund 
and a reserve for operations.  Both these reserves 
are capped at a maximum dollar amount and are 
designed to provide stability to grants and operations 
should market returns be negative. 



The long term aim of the Foundation is to protect the 
capital entrusted to us and to spend our operating dollars 
wisely.  Our annual operating budget represents less than 
2% of our total assets. We are grateful for the many gifts 
in kind, sponsorships and support for our special events 
that allows us to fund more projects in the community. 

We are also grateful to the many volunteers that support 
the work we do with their time and talents.

Sarnia Community Foundation
Balance Sheet @ 2020-12-31
 31-Dec-19 31-Dec-20
ASSET
Cash 217,893.84 123,910.27             
Accounts Receivable 2,288.32 2,147.69                
Investments 9,342,359.20 10,269,953.81      
Life Insurance 62,445.00 67,395.00              
Gifts in Kind 302.82
Prepaid Expenses 1,209.85 1,236.07                
Total Assets 9,626,196.21 10,464,945.66     

LIABILITY
Accounts Payable 5,284.71 10,162.67               
Deferred Revenue- 2,000.00 15,650.00              
Flow-through Funds 186,263.14 260,144.26           
TOTAL LIABILITY 193,547.85 285,956.93           

EQUITY
Operations 5,444.02 -                          
Reserved for Operations 181,594.00 174,816.80            
Income Clearing  -   -                          
Pooled Endowment Funds 7,327,971.00 7,905,363.60       
Rozema Externally Managed 1,586,718.21 1,669,153.82         
Common Pool 60,849.68 146,577.39            
Rozema Fund 48,753.51 61,759.12               
Reserve for Future Years Grants 221,318.00 221,318.00            
TOTAL EQUITY 9,432,648.42 10,178,988.73
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 9,626,196.27 10,464,945.66

Sarnia Community Foundation 
Balance Sheet @ 12/31/2020 ( unaudited)

2020 Community Engagement Committee - John DeGroot, 
Monica Shepley, Bill Palmer, Martin Vrolyk, Keeley McMullin,  
Ann Tuplin, Paddy Roach, Rosanna Doidge, Gerry Page,  
Pat Maaten, Helen Lomax, Joel Szaefer

2020 Governance Committee- Bruce Scott (Chair), Don Cook, 
Dalene Willlans, Paddy Roach, Peter Norris, Deborah Austin, 
Katarina Ovens



You Make It Happen! 
In 2020 gifts honouring these individuals, organizations & 
events came into Funds at SCF:
Marjorie Paisley, Lambton Youth Choir, Dueling Pianos, a 
50th Anniversary Gift, Lynn Shannon, Earl McKeough,  
Jill Charron, Dorothy Scotland, Stay @ Home Gala,  
Dennis Graveline, George Allan, David Chalmers,  
Kyle Chafe, Elowyn Ovens, Bob Murray, JD Booth,  
Emily Angove, Rudy Krall, Pizza Fest, Jerry and Cheryl 
Kuhwald’s 50th, Petrolia Discovery, TFT Volleyball,  
Pasta Fest & More, Marian Douey’s Birthday,  
Grocery Deliveries, Bethany Tiegs, Nicole Shultz’s Birthday, 
Jane’s presentation, Betsy Welsh, John Phair,  
Participation fundraiser, City of Sarnia Employee Donations, 
Nell McEwen, Bob Marshall, Bob Hillman, Jane and Steve 
Anema, Betty Smith, Women of Excellence, Clark Welsh 
Vanhevel, Ben M, Kathryn Bullon, Margaret Capes,  
Krista & Anne, Sarnia Sings 4, Thelma Smith, T4T Spring 
Skate, Bill and Barb Palmer, Dave Strydonck,  
Aldo & Vittoria Marinigh

We’re grateful to our sponsors and supporters for making 
2020 a year to remember…and not just because of the 
pandemic.
                                     THANK YOU!
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Jane & Stephen Anema  •  John De Groot  •  Helen Lomax  •  Keeley McMullin  •  Peter Norris  •  Katarina Ovens  •  Paddy Roach  •  Lynn Sproviero

KEY REALTY
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BROKERAGE

A Better Place For YouA Better Place For YouA Better Place For You
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Thank You!

Franco Filia & Associates

A Better Place For You


