
A Message from 
page to 2026, we will be over $16 million.  SCF added 5 
new scholarships helping more Lambton County students 
with tuition and school expenses.  We hired a dynamic 
individual to lead Fund Development, Amy Veysey. 
In 2026 we will continue to further grow with 2 Community 
Impact Grant cycles (spring and fall); a new announcement 
regarding 2026 Women of Excellence and more donor 
engagement activities.
SCF is so thankful to all the wonderful supporters, donors 
and volunteers who make our work valuable.  We are always 
close and never far, we work to make our community more 
vibrant, inclusive and stronger!  

So close and yet so far!  The Blue 
Jays had 49 regular season come 
from behind victories, led the American League east for 
3 months and yet, they were only 2 outs away from being 
crowned World Series Champions.  I along with many 
others are feeling a sense of loss, heart break, anger and 
even depression.  It is truly amazing the accomplishments 
of those 26 players, they should all feel proud, strong and 
fortunate, they are the best American League team in 
2025!
I am fortunate and blessed to lead this small but mighty 
organization, 2025 saw the Sarnia Community Foundation 
(SCF) accomplish new heights like the Blue Jays.  Our 
Community Impact Grants and Donor Advised grants 
reached 23 organizations, 7 more than 2024.  SCF started 
2025 with over $15 million in assets and when we turn the 
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3rd Annual Tamara’s Trees of Hope 
Talk for Tamara and the Sarnia Community Foundation 
are excited to announce 3rd Annual Tamara’s Trees of 
Hope beginning November 22, 2025. Tamara’s Trees of 
Hope will be held at the Lambton Mall from November 
22 to December 9, 2025.  The draw will take place at 
6pm on December 9th at Lambton Mall.

Have you heard of Giving Tuesday?  The concept was 
developed in 2012, co-founded by an philanthropic 
individual and the United Nations Foundation, and has 
now been adopted globally.  After the consumerism 
celebrated on Black Friday and Cyber Monday, Giving 
Tuesday is an opportunity to spotlight the importance 
of giving back in your own community.  Whether you 
spend time volunteering, bringing awareness to a 
cause important to you or donate financially.  
This year on December 2nd, join SCF in embracing this 
global movement of generosity, by donating to the SCF 
Community Fund.  Your donation stays local and will 
support Lambton County charities and organizations in 
need, to be awarded as a new Community Impact Grant 
opportunity. Let’s work together to create meaningful 
and lasting change in Sarnia-Lambton.  

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Email: fund@sarniacommunityfoundation.ca  
(Amy Veysey, Fund Developer)
Call: 519-332-2588 (Irene Clarke, Grants 
Administrator)

Giving Tuesday  
December 2, 2025

Mike Barron, 
Executive Director

Talk for 
Tamara 
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2025 Community Impact 
Grants Presentation

All Round Student Award

There were 14 combination SCF Community Fund and 
Donor Advised Grants including:
St. Child & Youth Services grant was funded by Hall Family 
Fund.   
Bluewater Health Foundation grant was funded by the Burchill/
West family Fund, the Mackenzie Family Fund, the Kenny 
Family Fund, and the Paradox Fund.   
Bluewater Health Foundation grant was funded by the SCF 
Community Fund, Docs on Ice Fund, and Dow Presidents Fund.
Habitat for Humanity grant was funded by the Bonnie & Doug 
Clark Fund, the SCF Community Fund, and the MOJEN Fund. 
Lambton County Developmental Services grant was funded by 
the SCF Community Fund, the Botma Family Fund, and the 
Mojen Fund.  
Lambton AAA Hockey grant was funded by the SCF Community 
Fund.
March of Dimes grant was funded by Robinson Memorial Fund.
North Lambton Community Health Centre was funded by the 
SCF Community Fund and the MOJEN Fund. 
River City Vineyards grant was funded by the SCF Community 
Fund, the Environmental Fund and the Murray Family Fund.  
St Vincent DePaul grant was funded by the Dow Social Fund, 
the Cservik Family Fund, and the SCF Community Fund.
Literacy Lambton grant was funded by the Robinson Memorial 
Fund
Aamjiwnaang Athletic Club grant was funded by the Ontario 
Endowment for Children & Youth Recreation Fund and the SCF 
Community Fund   
YMCA of Southwestern Ontario grant was funded by the SCF 
Community Fund.   
YMCA of Southwestern Ontario received donor advised grants 
from the YMCA Fund and the Windover Family Fund & the 
Jean Macdougall Fund.  
Sarnia Lambton Rebound grant was funded by the SCF 
Community Fund, Dow Social Fund, EC Fleming Fund, the 
MOJEN Fund, the Steeves Family Fund, & McKay Family Fund. 

On Thursday October 2, 
2025, the SCF held the 2025 
Community Impact and Donor 
Advised Grants at the Dow 
Center for Youth.  Michelle 
Holbrook, Executive Director at 
Rebound was our guest game 
show host.  The SCF is thankful 
for all the donor support in 
assisting with the Community 
Impact Grants presentations.
There were 9 Donor Advised Grants including:
Downs Syndrome Association of Lambton County received 
a donor advised grant from the Nancy & Richard Grogan 
Family Fund.  
Huron House Boys Home received funding from the Fleming 
Family Fund and the McKenzie Family Funds. 
John Howard Society received funding from the Sarnia 
Heavy Equipment Fund.
Moore Agricultural Society received a donor advised grant 
from the Nova Chemical Fund.
Ray Jon Share Care received funding from the Shannon 
Family Fund and the Ray Jon Fund held at SCF.
Scouts Canada received donor advised funding from the Les 
and Deb McDermott Family Fund.
St Joseph’s Hospice Sarnia-Lambton received donor advised 
grant from the Cassin Family Fund and the Richardson 
Family Fund.  The Richardson’s donation is in loving memory 
of Mike Gibbings and Logan Hunter and recognition of the 
care they received at St. Joseph’s.
The United Way of Sarnia-Lambton received a donor advised 
grant from the Kenny Family Fund. 
Vision 74 Inc received funding from an Anonymous donor 
advised grant.

WANT TO START A FUND AT SCF  Funds/Donations/Transfers  The SCF is always looking to build relations and is open to 
setting up new funds, taking donations including stock or any other equities.  SCF manages assets and annually works with non-profit social services 
charitable organizations to help make our community stronger, viable and inclusive. Giving to SCF can be rewarding along with receiving a tax 
donation. Speak to your financial planner or give SCF call to discuss.

Communities are built on connections and in supporting 
each other. The All-Round Student Bursary is an example 
of this.  Tatiana Brophy 
was announced as the 
inaugural recipient of 
the All-Round Student 
Bursary.  Tatiana will 
be attending Lambton 
College, studying Fire 
Science.

On Friday October 24th, our 
very own John DeGroot was 
recognized by the Sarnia 
Lambton Chamber of Commerce 
at the 35th Annual Outstanding 
Business Achievement Awards.  
John was awarded with the 
Member of the Year Award!  
Congratulations John.

Outstand Business 
Achievement Awards


